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QUESTIONS

Q. What are the 3M earplug lawsuits about?  How did

they harm Military Veterans?

A. At the core of the 3M earplug lawsuits, the issue is
whether a defective earplug design caused soldiers to
suffer hearing loss and tinnitus.

At the Marin & Barrett Law Firm, we understand how

confusing the recent litigation involving the defective

3M combat earplugs has been. If you or a loved one is

a military veteran suffering from hearing loss, ringing

or buzzing in the ears, or tinnitus, we know that

trying to understand the complex litigation involving

the 3M earplugs can be difficult & extremely stressful.  

To help you better understand the status of these

lawsuits, Marin and Barrett has put together this free

e-book which answers some of the most common

questions we are typically asked and to explain the

legal options that may be available to you. If you have

suffered from loss of hearing or tinnitus due to using

3M earplugs, contact the Marin & Barrett Law Firm

today to find out more about how we can help.  We are

available 24/7.
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Q. How many 3M earplug lawsuits have been filed?  

A. Currently there are over 280,000 military earplug
claims  pending against 3M; about 42,000 of them are
active and being readied for trial.
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Q. What kind of earplugs are the lawsuits about?
A. The earplugs were dual-ended 3M Combat Arms
(CAEv2)

Q. What was the defect with the earplugs?
A. Design defects cause the earplug to loosen in users
ears over time, which was not disclosed to the U.S.
government or soldiers. It is alleged that 3M provided
false and inaccurate noise reduction ratings (NRR) for
the earplugs, employed testing methods that did not
comply with required or accepted standards, and that
the Combat Arms noise reduction ratings listed on the
packaging materials and instructions failed to
accurately reflect the true characteristics of the
earplugs.

Q. What is unique about the 3M earplug lawsuits?

The 3M Lawsuit is the largest mass tort case in
the history of the United States;
3M has yet to admit liability of the product and
therefore has refused to negotiate a settlement
for the 280,000 claims;
Since 3M has refused to admit liability they are
currently going to trial with a number of the 
 veterans that have filed the earliest lawsuits.

In summary, here are the most interesting points
about the current 3M Earplug Lawsuits:

A.
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Q. Why is 3M going to trail vs. settling?

A. It is clear that when 3M acquired the company that
produced the CAEv2 earplugs they did not do their due
diligence in checking the quality of the product.
Therefore, we can speculate that there is significant
dissension within 3M about what the best course of
action is and whether or not they should admit fault.

However, large settlements bring significant media
attention to the defective earplugs and therefore it may
be in 3M's best interest to avoid that as long as possible
thereby limiting the number of claims that are filed prior
to the statute of limitations expiring.

While there are currently over 280,000 claims pending
against the company, according to figures released by 
 the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs there are more
than 2.7 million veterans currently receiving military
disability benefits for tinnitus or hearing loss associated
with their military service. Therefore, an admission of
fault and a large financial settlement could attract a
potential 2.4 million more victims.

However, losing trials for large jury verdicts ALSO
garners a lot of media attention which may not work out
for 3M in the long run.

A. As of Monday, April 4th 3M has lost nine of 15
bellwether trials. The compensation awarded so far
is as follows: 

Q. What is the status of the first earplug trials?

Vaughn; April 2022: $2.2 million
Wilkerson; March 2022: $8 million
Vilsmeyer; March 2022: $50 million

-continued to page 05-
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Q. What is the impact of these conditions?

A. This condition can make it difficult for an affected
person to hear someone speaking in a conversation
from as close as three feet away.

Q. What caused these conditions?

Q. What are the injuries sustained from using the 3M

earplugs?

A. The two injuries sustained by the 3M earplugs are
hearing loss and tinnitus.

Q. What is Tinnitus?

A. Tinnitus is the hissing, buzzing or ringing sound in
the ears. 

A. The poor design and defects of the earplugs enabled
sound to escape through to the eardrum.
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Kelley; March 2022: $8 million
Hacker / Estes / Keefer; May 2021: $7.1 million
Baker; June 2021: $1.1 million
Atkins; Sept 2021: $8.2 million
Camarillorazo; November 2021: $13 million 
Finley; November 2021: $22.5 million 
Sloan/Wayman; January 2022: $110 million

Q. What wars were the 3M earplugs issued in?

A. The Iraq War
The War in Afghanistan
The War in North-West Pakistan

-continued to page 06-
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Q. What are my legal options?

Q. Why should I take legal action?

A. If you are a former military veteran or know a loved
one who previous served time in the military after using
3M earplugs in training or combat, you may be able to
file a lawsuit against 3M. Your options will depend on
the details specific to your case. Unless you take the
initiative to call, you may never know and if you delay
your claim may be barred by the statute of limitations. 
 For more information and to investigate your case
further, call us today at (888) 348-2735. 

A. Filing a lawsuit can help to secure funds to cover
costly medical treatments or loss of quality of life that
were incurred as a result of your injuries. You may also
be able to collect compensation for lost wages (time
taken off from work) or pain and suffering. Although
taking legal action cannot erase an illness or trauma, it
can provide financial recovery for the patient and their
family as well as hopefully prevent further tragedies from
occurring in the future. 
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The War in Somalia
Operation Ocean Shield in the Indian Ocean
American Operations in Libya (2011)
American Operations in Iraq (2014-2017)
American Operations in Syria (2014-present)
Yemeni Civil War (2015-present)
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Q. How involved will I need to be?

Q. What does a 3M earplug lawsuit attorney do?

A. When you contact the Marin & Barrett Law Firm
with questions about filing a 3M earplug lawsuit,
you will first speak with one of our personal injury
attorneys about the patient’s medical information.
Once we have a basic understanding of the patient’s
medical history, our lawyers may come and meet
with you and begin an investigation into the
situation. From there, we may file a lawsuit. While
many lawsuits may settle, our attorneys are
prepared to take your case to court to secure justice
for you and your baby.  Don't delay, call the Marin
and Barrett Law Firm today to investigate your
claim and get justice.

A. Aside from providing medical records and
answering questions regarding the traumatic
experience you had, most cases will not require intense
effort on the part of the client.  We will always provide
our clients with frequent updates and are always
accessible to answer any questions they may have.
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Q. Will this be expensive?

A. You will never incur out-of-pocket expenses if
you hire the Marin & Barrett Law Firm to help you
with your 3M earplug case. We handle our cases on
a contingency-fee basis. This means you will not be
required to pay legal fees or expenses unless we
recover compensation on your behalf. If your case is
successful, our fee will be paid out of the recovery
and our out-of-pocket expenses will be reimbursed
out of any recovery.


